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FIM X-Trial World Championship

Bou opens his title defence in style

Reigning and already eight times FIM X-Trial World Champion Toni Bou - Repsol Honda started his 2015 campaign
with a resounding victory at the opening round of the new series held in Sheffield, Great Britain. Bou finished both
qualification and the final on a single mark each time and left even his closest rivals in his wake. Once again Albert
Cabestany - Sherco was the runner up at round one as Adam Raga Gas - Gas made it an all-Spanish podium first time
out. Jeroni Fajardo - Beta completed Spain’s clean sweep on the night as he placed fourth with just two marks
splitting the lower three positions in the final.

Qualification has now reverted to a more traditional format with all eight entrants riding six sections during the
opening lap, and then the four riders with the lowest scores transferring to the final. Wildcard protagonist Michael
Brown - Gas Gas was first out along with Eddie Karlsson - Montesa, as the young Swedish rider made his debut in the
series. Neither faired well despite their best attempts and were never really in contention to qualify as they scored
twenty-six and thirty mark totals respectively.

Britain’s James Dabill - Vertigo brought the arena to its feet as he opened his account with a classy initial clean in
the first section to take an instant advantage over Alexandre Ferrer - Sherco who completed the second pairing.
Although Dabill was to produce other moments of brilliance on his Vertigo debut he eventually had to concede his
lead to the French rider as Ferrer moved to the top of the interim rankings with a total of eighteen marks, two less
than that recorded by James come the end. None of the initial four riders were to make it through to the final as
Karlsson, Brown, Dabill and Ferrer filled places eighth to fifth respectively.

The next pairing of Fajardo and Raga raised the bar as they became the first two riders to make it through the oil
bottles in section two. However, both were unable to escape maximum points in the fourth hazard as they failed to
conquer the large step towards the end of the hazard. Raga looked to have pioneered a new line, but was later
penalised for his creative approach, a decision that did not change the overall result in any way as he still out
scored Fajardo on nine marks compared to the tally of ten recorded by his Spanish rival. Both would transfer to the
final, as did Bou and Cabestany the latter duo with relative ease. Toni only incurred a single time penalty in the
final hazard whilst Albert’s total of five was almost equally as impressive.

The four-man final got underway with a series of races to determine the ultimate starting order for the closing lap,
but with none of the riders actually incurring any marks to carry forward. With a clean sheet, the climax to the
event opened with a level playing field once again, but with Bou having a slight advantage due to him riding last,
having won through the race sequence. Raga had the slightly unenviable task of riding each of the six sections in the
final first having come off worst in the head to head battles.

Despite this Raga was Bou’s nearest challenger initially, but saw his crusade fade with back-to-back fives in sections
three and four. As Adam fell back Cabestany strengthened his position to eventually grab the runner’s up berth on
the night, although somewhat off the pace of Bou. Fajardo never really recovered from his early mistake in the
second hazard and was always destined to be the worst of the Spanish quartet, although he will not be too
displeased with his fourth spot. The series now pauses, with round two set to take place in Marseille, France at the
end of the month.

About the FIM (www.fim-live.com)

The FIM (Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme) founded in 1904, is the governing body for motorcycle
sport and the global advocate for motorcycling. The FIM is an independent association formed by 109
National Federations throughout the world. It is recognised as the sole competent authority in motorcycle
sport by the International Olympic Committee (I0OC). Among its 50 FIM World Championships the main
events are MotoGP, Superbike, Endurance, Motocross, Supercross, Trial, Enduro, Cross-Country Rallies and
Speedway. Furthermore, the FIM is also active and involved in the following areas: public affairs, road
safety, touring and protection of the environment. The FIM was the first international sports federation to
impose an Environmental Code in 1994.
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